Why Predestination May Bethe Most L ogical
Conclusion When Reading the Bible

A biblical steelman: presenting the strongest scriptural case for predestination without assuming the reader
personally accepts the doctrine.

Predestination is one of the most controversial doctrinesin Christianity. Many believersreject it because it
seems to conflict with human freedom, personal responsibility, and the biblical invitation for "whosoever
will" to cometo God. Those objections are substantial and should not be dismissed.

However, when the question is not, "Which doctrine feels fairest?" but rather, "Which conclusion most
naturally follows from the strongest biblical statements about salvation?" predestination becomes difficult to
avoid.

A consistent reading of several key passages suggests that salvation originates entirely in the will of God, that
God chooses particular people for salvation, and that His decision is not ultimately based upon human desire,
effort, or foreseen merit. While other passages appear to emphasi ze human choice, the predestination position
argues that those choices occur within the greater purpose and sovereign action of God.

Salvation Begins With God, Not Man
The strongest argument for predestination begins with the Bible's description of fallen humanity.

"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins."
- Ephesians 2: 1

Scripture does not portray sinners as spiritually neutral people who are equally capable of accepting or
rejecting God. Instead, they are described as spiritually dead. A dead person cannot make himself alive. If
spiritual death is more than a metaphor for mild weakness, then salvation must begin with an act of God.

"No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him.”
- John 6:44

The wording is significant. Jesus did not merely say that people will not come without divine influence. He
said they cannot come unless the Father draws them.

"Therefore said | unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father."
- John 6:65

According to these verses, the ability to come to Christ isitself something granted by God. The predestination
argument therefore begins with a simple conclusion: if no one can come unless God enabl es them, then the
decisive cause of salvation isnot human free will but divineinitiative.
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God Chose People Befor e the Foundation of the World

" According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before himin love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself, according to the good pleasure of hiswill."

- Ephesians 1:4-5

Paul does not say that God merely chose a plan, a church, or ageneral category of people. He says that God
"chosen us' and "predestinated us."

Thetiming is also important: this choice occurred "before the foundation of the world." 1t therefore took place
before the chosen individual s had performed any good or evil actions.

Paul identifies the basis of this decision as "the good pleasure of hiswill." He does not say that God
predestined people because He foresaw that they would believe, repent, or live faithfully. The stated reason is
found in God's own will and purpose.

"Being predestinated according to the purpose of himwho worketh all things after the counsel of his own
will."
- Ephesians 1:11

If God works "all things" according to the counsel of His own will, then salvation cannot reasonably be
treated as the one area of history whose final outcome is determined independently of Him.

Romans 8 Presents Salvation as an Unbroken Chain

"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son...
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

- Romans 8:29-30

The same people move through every stage of the passage:
 Those God foreknew, He predestined.
» Those He predestined, He called.
e Those He called, Hejustified.
* Those He justified, He glorified.
The chain does not appear to lose anyone aong the way. Everyone who is predestined is ultimately glorified.

Some interpret "foreknew" to mean that God looked ahead through history, saw who would freely believe,
and then predestined those people. The difficulty isthat biblical foreknowledge often refers to relational
knowledge rather than simple awareness of future facts.

God obviously possesses advance knowledge of everyone. If "whom he did foreknow" merely means "whose
actions God knew beforehand," then the term would include al people, not only those who are eventually
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glorified.

The more natural predestination reading is that God foreknew certain people in the sense that He set His
covenant love upon them beforehand. He did not merely know what they would do; He knew them as His
own.

Romans 9 Appearsto Exclude Human Desire and Effort

Romans 9 contains perhaps the strongest sustained argument for divine election.

"For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth."
- Romans 9:11

Before the twins were born, and before either had done good or evil, God declared, "The elder shall serve the
younger." Paul then quotes, "Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.”

Whatever wider historical or national dimensions may be present, Paul deliberately emphasizes that God's
decision preceded their conduct. His purpose in election was to stand "not of works, but of him that calleth.”

"What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God?"
- Romans 9:14

The very fact that Paul raises this objection isimportant. If Paul were merely saying that God chooses people
based upon their foreseen free decisions, the charge of unfairness would lose much of its force.

"I will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have
compassion.”
- Romans 9:15

"So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy."
- Romans 9:16

This verse seems designed to remove the ultimate cause of salvation from both human desire and human
effort. It isnot finally determined by human choice or earned through human effort; it depends upon God who
shows mercy.

"Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth."
- Romans 9:18

"Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?"
- Romans 9:19

That objection closely resembles the criticism commonly made against predestination: if God determines the
outcome, how can people remain responsible? Paul does not answer by saying human free will is ultimately
decisive. Instead, he appeals to the Creator's authority over the creation.
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"Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?"
- Romans 9:20

"Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another
unto dishonour ?"
- Romans 9:21

The predestination interpretation argues that Paul's answers only make sense if he is teaching a genuinely
sovereign e ection. Otherwise, the objections he anticipates would be unnecessary.

Faith Itself | s Presented as a Gift

Predestination does not necessarily teach that people are saved without believing. Rather, it teaches that the
faith by which people respond to God isitself produced or granted by grace.

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."
- Ephesians 2:8

"Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
- Ephesians 2:9

Even when interpreters debate whether "the gift" refers specifically to faith or to salvation as awhole, the
overall point remains. the saving event is not of ourselves.

"For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake."
- Philippians 1:29

Believing is described as something given.

"And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.”
- Acts 13:48

The order is notable. The text does not say that those who believed were then ordained to eternal life. It says
that those who were ordained believed.

"Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul."
- Acts 16:14

Lydiatruly listened and responded, but the opening of her heart is attributed to the Lord. The predestination
position therefore does not deny that people believe, repent, seek God, or obey the gospel. It argues that they
do these things because God has first acted within them.

Jesus Spoke of a People Given to Him by the Father

"All that the Father giveth me shall come to me."
- John 6:37

Page 4



The statement is not merely that those who come will then be given to Christ. The Father givesthem, and asa
result, they come. The verse also expresses certainty: they "shall come."

"And thisis the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me | should lose
nothing."
- John 6:39

Those given by the Father come to Christ, and Christ preserves them.

"But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep.”
- John 10:26

Jesus did not say, "You are not my sheep because you do not believe." He reversed the order: they did not
believe because they were not His sheep.

"My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me."
- John 10:27

According to this reasoning, believing does not turn a spiritual outsider into one of Christ's sheep. The sheep
hear because they already belong to Him according to the Father's purpose.

God'sChoicels Not Based on Human Merit

"Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”
- Romans 11:5

"And if by grace, then isit no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace."
- Romans 11:6

If God's choice were based upon foreseen goodness, faithfulness, or superior spiritual wisdom, then election
would rest at least partially upon something found in the individual.

The predestination position insists that grace must be truly unconditional. God does not choose people
because they distinguish themselves from others. His choice is what ultimately causes them to differ.

"For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?"
- 1 Corinthians 4:7

If one person believes while another does not, what ultimately makes the difference? If the final answer isthe
believer's independent decision, then the believer possesses something spiritually decisive that the unbeliever
does not.

Predestination answers that God makes the difference. The believer'sfaith isreal, personal, and necessary, but
it is also received through grace.
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The Bible Records God Deter mining Human Actions Without Removing
Responsibility

One objection to predestination is that divine sovereignty would eliminate human responsibility. Y et Scripture
often presents God's predetermined purpose and human accountability operating simultaneously.

The crucifixion is the clearest example.

"Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and dain."
- Acts 2:23

Christ's death occurred according to God's determined plan, but those who crucified Him remained guilty.

"For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus... both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the
people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined
before to be done.”

- Acts 4:27-28

The people involved acted willingly and wickedly. Nevertheless, their actions fulfilled what God had already
determined.

This establishes abiblical category in which an event can be ordained by God while the human participants
remain morally responsible. Predestination applies that same principle to salvation and rejection: people act
according to their nature and desires, while God's larger purpose remains certain.

"Whosoever Will" Does Not Necessarily Disprove Predestination

" And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
- Revelation 22:17

"Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
- John 3:16

Predestination does not need to deny either statement. It can affirm that every person who genuinely desires
Christ may come and that everyone who believes will be saved. The disagreement concerns why some are
willing while others remain unwilling.

"The carnal mind is enmity against God."
- Romans 8:7

"There is none that seeketh after God."
- Romans 3:11

Therefore, "whosoever will" does not necessarily mean that fallen people can produce the willingness from
within themselves. It means that no willing person will be rejected. Those who come do so willingly, but their
willingness has been awakened by grace.
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"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power."
- Psalm 110:3

God does not drag unwilling people into salvation. He acts upon the heart so that they become willing.

God'sDesirefor All to Be Saved Must Be Read Alongside His Sovereign
Choice

"Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."
- 1 Timothy 2:4

"Not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
- 2 Peter 3:9

These verses form some of the strongest objections to predestination.

The predestination response is that Scripture sometimes speaks of God's will in different senses. God may
command, approve, and take pleasure in what is righteous while still sovereignly permitting or ordaining
events that serve a broader purpose.

Predestination advocates al so argue that words such as "all" must be interpreted according to context. "All"
can mean all kinds or classes of people rather than every individual without exception. In 1 Timothy 2, Paul
had just urged prayer for kings and people in authority. His point may be that God saves people from every
social rank and nation, not merely one group.

Second Peter 3 is addressed to beloved believers and speaks of God's patience toward "us." Predestination
interpreters therefore argue that God is not willing for any of His chosen people to perish but patiently brings
all of them to repentance.

Whether these explanations are ultimately convincing is debated. Nevertheless, they show that
universal-sounding invitations do not automatically erase the Bible's more explicit statements regarding
election.

Predestination Gives God All the Glory for Salvation

The theological strength of predestination isits insistence that salvation belongs entirely to God.

If humanity is spiritually dead, if no one naturally seeks God, if no one can come unless drawn, if faithis
granted, if believers were chosen before creation, and if those predestined are certainly glorified, then
salvation cannot finally rest upon the superior decision of the believer.

The redeemed person cannot say, "God offered the same grace to everyone, but | was wiser, more humble, or
more willing than others." Even the willingness to respond was the result of grace.

"Of himareyein Christ Jesus."
- 1 Corinthians 1:30
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"It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”
- Philippians 2:13

Predestination places the entire saving work - from its beginning in eternity to its completion in glory - within
the purpose and power of God.

The Father chooses. The Son redeems. The Spirit gives life. The sinner responds because grace has made that
response possible and certain.

Conclusion

Predestination remains difficult because it raises serious questions about justice, freedom, responsibility,
evangelism, and the character of God. It must also be weighed against the Bible's genuine calls to repentance,
warnings against unbelief, and declarations that salvation is offered to whoever believes.

Nevertheless, when the strongest election passages are read in their most direct sense, predestination presents
aremarkably coherent explanation.

Humanity is spiritually unable to come to God without divine action. God chose His people before they had
done good or evil. He predestined them according to His own will. He grants faith, opens hearts, draws people
to Chrigt, justifies those He calls, and preserves those He gives to the Son.

The doctrine may offend ordinary human ideas about fairness, but Romans 9 appears to anticipate precisely
that reaction. Rather than weakening God's sovereignty to satisfy the objection, Paul appeals to the Creator's
authority over His creation and to His freedom in showing mercy.

For that reason, even those who ultimately reject predestination should acknowledge that it is not an invention
imposed upon the Bible without evidence. It arises from some of Scripture's clearest and most forceful
statements concerning divine sovereignty.

When those passages are allowed to carry their full weight, predestination may appear not merely possible,
but the most logical conclusion.
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